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1o In article, "New Tankers Pass Trial Test", eppeared in "Pravda" of 2l Dec 53, issue No 358.
The article reports as followss Trial runs of a new tanker named "LENINGRAD' build by Sqviet
shipbuilders in a short time, wers carried on during 21, 22 and 23.Dec 53, The trial tests
revealed the superior qualities of the newly-constructed ship. Its tanks hold more than ten
thousand tons of fuel and require two hours to load, The mein engines are internal-combustion,

50X1 that these Diesels will develop at least three thousend horsepower, which will give
the shlp a speed of at least 1l mph when loaded, Thé article indicated further that the
tenker is fitted with modsrn fire~fighting equipment., | |the fire-fighting instal-
lation is equipped with a carbon dioxide fire-prevention station, such as is most prevelent

©  on Soviet tankers, All menmbers of the crew have been provided with individual caebins and all
comforts necessary for long voyeges. 50X1

2, The construction of the tanker was carried on with highspeed methods, The hull was assembled
in large sections, The superstructure weighing 150 tons was loaded on the ship pre-sssembled,
Avtomatic and semi-antomatic welding methods used in the construction of the tanker permitted
a four~to-tenfold incresse in the productivity of welders,

34 At the same time "LENINGRAD! wes being tested, another ship of the smame type nemed MKLAIPEDA!"
was leunched, Thus we know.that the oll tanker fleet of the USSR has been supplemented by . .
two tankers propelled by Diesel engines, namely: (a) "LENINGRADY, (b) "KIAIPEDAM,

50X1
Lse \ \these tankers will be delivered to the Black Sea 0il Tenker Steamshi: Company,
one of three such lines, the othem being "Kasptanker! and "Reydtanker', iﬁs hased
. . , 50X1

on the following:

fa) "Sovtanker" has five or six large tonnage tankers which were constr&ted appraximate-
1y twenty years age daring the first five-year plan,. The remaining tankers,
approximately 20-22 units, are mainly ships of smell cerrying cepacity. During the
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same period: the volume of petroleum ca.fried by "Sovtanker® j.né:
Sy i LY 4 . : rea
Besidesr. that, every year one of the large tankers is used to subpo::dtgitgh:;m yeare
expedition which operates in the South Antarctic: ard “thus plays practically
in Black Sea petrolsum shipments, o PRERT no At

The Caspian 0il Tanker Steamship Company "K as? 7
Pt thg st of petrciom 1t ianglnle):?y aspta.mcorﬂ has more than enough capacity

The Astrakhan Oil Tenker Steamship Company "Reydtanker", because of navigation conditions

in the Volga~Caspien Cansl and in the northern part of,%he Caspian Sea, cannot use large

tankers in those waters where charmel de i ar
» , Dths are limited to 10-1) feet, ge tonnag,
tankers when loaded draw at least 20- \ i vo ©

Saeqmate. 1o re [ 2022 feet, %aidag that, "Reyd.ta.nker",a]ready has more
The remaining marine steamship companies ¢ Ty i ign‘ va.n. 'q].\me troleun

8ryry on an insienifi
shipments end have a tanker fleet which is complstely adequatecfég :h:ls pu;;ogz ole
. T e da o .

5e ALl indcations gite one- a ‘basis 0 assume that :the MIENINGRAD®. and "KLATPEDAN ‘will be

delivered to "Sovtanker"
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